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Immigration Advice from Beata Leja 
 
The Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) no longer exists. The U.S. government 
reorganized its federal agencies after September 11, 2011, dismantled the INS and on March 1, 
2003 created the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, which has three agencies dealing with 
immigration: U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (provides immigration benefits); U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (interior enforcement of immigration laws, including 
deportations); and U.S. Customs and Border Protection (enforcement of immigration laws at 
borders and airports). Any official immigration documentation should come from one of these 
agencies. You should not be receiving documentation from the INS anymore.  
 
Immigration forms in the United States are free. While you may be required to pay a fee to file a 
form with the United States government, no one should charge you to obtain a copy of the form 
itself. All forms are available free of charge online, or can be obtained directly from the 
government agency involved in your case. For example, forms to sponsor a family member or to 
apply for US citizenship are available online with the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
(USCIS) at: www.uscis.gov  
 
There are no guarantees in immigration. You should be suspicious if someone guarantees you a 
particular result in your immigration case. At the end of the day, a judge or a government official 
will make the decision in your case and will base their decision on the status of the immigration 
laws at that time. Judges and government officials cannot be influenced to make a positive 
decision in your case, so don’t believe anyone who claims to have a special connection or 
influence with any judge or government agency. If it sounds like it’s too good to be true, then it 
probably is.  
 
There are many immigration scams on the internet. US government websites always end with a 
.gov address (ex. www.uscis.gov, www.cbp.gov, www.ice.gov, www.state.gov). Do not trust any 
websites that pretend to be affiliated with the US government, but which do not end with a .gov 
domain name. Also be careful of e-mails which request banking information or credit card 
payment in exchange for immigration assistance. A recent e-mail scam promised individuals that 
they’ve won the green card lottery and requested online payment of fees. The US government 
does not notify green card lottery winners via e-mail.  
 
If you have been a victim of an immigration scam, please contact the Attorney General and/or bar 
association of your state. In Illinois, you should contact the Immigrant Assistance Program of the 
Illinois Attorney General, Lisa Madigan: 1-800-964-3013 or 
http://www.illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/rights/immigrant.html . For other states and for more 
information on the unauthorized practice of immigration law, visit: www.uscis.gov and 
www.stopnotariofraud.org . 
 
Beata Leja is an attorney licensed to practice law in the State of Illinois and in the US District 
Court for the Northern District of Illinois. She practices both employment-based and family-
based immigration law. She works in the Chicago, IL law firm of Minsky, McCormick & 
Hallagan, P.C. If you’d like to seek her assistance, contact her at: (312) 427-6163 or 
bleja@mmhpc.com . 
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